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Welcome to Q1 of 2018! 

 
In this issue of CLARE’s (Cluster of Logistics 
and Rail Engineering) eNewsletter we look 
back at activities that took place in quarter one 
of 2018. We delivered a number of successful 
events, started two new transport Master 
programmes, signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with an industry 
partner... and more!  
 
In this issue of our eNewsletter we focus on: 

• research: two new transport projects of 
MetroExchange (international) and 
OTP (national);  

• education: two new Master 
programmes in transport and software 
trainings at MU; 

• engagement: MOU with Bombardier 
and a UK-TH workshop’s delivery. 

 
We hope you will enjoy reading about variety of 
our activities. Please do let us know if you 
would like to discuss any issues described in 
this eNewsletter further or have ideas on how 
we could collaborate in research, education 
and outreach activities, within Thailand and 
beyond, in the future. 
 
Best wishes, 

CLARE team 
 
 
PS 
We have updated our blue ‘dots’ to reflect 
Mahidol University colours (blue, yellow and 
gold) better. Hope you like it! 
 

 
 

RailExchange completed 
 
In November 2017 we completed an 18-month 
project delivered by a consortium of three 
partners: MU, Newcastle University (NU) and 
BTSC. RailExchange project has successfully 
performed toward the aims to develop 
sustainable railway education in Thailand via 
international partnerships and industry 
collaborations based around stakeholders’ 
expertise and experience. The activities 
included getting industry inputs into 
engineering curricula, developing capacity for 
engineering educators, promoting knowledge 
sharing via student projects, etc. A number of 
joint academic publications were produced 
and various seminars for research sharing with 
existing rail university networks in both 
Thailand and UK were delivered. 
The project was co-funded by Royal Academy 
of Engineering under the Newton Fund (UK), 
Office for Higher Education Commission 
(OHEC) and Thailand Research Fund 
(Thailand). 
 

MetroExchange starts soon 
 
MetroExchange project, a follow-up on 
RailExchange, has been awarded funding 
under (again) UK-TH Industry Academia 
Partnership Programme. There are four 
partners in the consortium: MU, NU, BTSC and 
a new partner – Tyne and Wear Metro (UK). 
The project is expected to officially start in April 
2018 and will last for 2 years. 
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Logistics and Supply Chain 
Master programme started 

 
In January 2018 a new special programme in 
Master of Engineering in Logistics and Supply 
Chain started at MU. The programme is 
delivered by CLARE’s team, and led by Dr 
Detcharat Sumrit and Ass. Prof. Dr. Assadej 
Vanichchinchai and classes (in Thai) take 
place on weekends. For more information, 
contact CLARE team. 
 

Rail Transportation System 
Master programme started 

 
In February 2018 a new international Master of 
Engineering programme in Railway 
Transportation System started. The Master 
programme is delivered in English in 2-week 
blocks by CLARE’s team and international 
guest lecturers. The first three modules of the 
programme took place in Q1 2018, and 
included: Research Methodology for Railway 
Transportation (EGRS502), Railway Signalling 
and Operations (EGRS505) and Rail 
Transportation Project Planning and 
Management (EGRS503). Next two compulsory 
modules, with guest lecturers from Tokyo Tech 
team, will take place in April and May 2018 at 
MU.  
A recruitment for a new academic year 
2018/2019 starts now with new classes 
beginning in August 2018. For more 
information visit: http://www.grad.mahidol.ac.th/ 
en/prospective-students/view.php?id=3817M01G  
For more information, contact CLARE team. 

Guests from Ministry  
of Health, Sri Lanka 

attended LogHealth’s 
training 

 
Centre of Logistics Management and 
Healthcare Supply Chain (LogHealth) 
Associate Professor Duangpun Kritchanchai 
and Dr. Sophon MuangChoo welcomed staff 
from the Ministry of Public Health, Sri Lanka 
who attended a training course titled 
"Healthcare Supply Chain in Thailand" on 19-
11th January 2018. The guests (Pharmacists, 
Medical Supplies Division, Ministry of Health, 
Sri Lanka) also visited Golden Jubilee Medical 
Center, Mahidol University in observing the 
logistics processes and procedures in Out 
Patient Department (OPD) and pharmaceutical 
warehouse. 

 

Prof Joern Pachl at MU 
 
Prof. Dr.-Ing. Joern Pachl from TU 
Braunschweig (TUB), Germany visited CLARE 
in February 2018 to deliver a 1-week course on 
Railway Signaling and Operations. The course 
was part of the Rail Engineering Master 
programme curriculum and covered issues 
related to railway operations, such as fixed 
block operation, interlocking principles, 
scheduling, automation technologies… and 
more! Prof. Pachl is a Director of Institute of 
Railway Systems Engineering and Traffic 
Safety and a Dean of Studies for the 
Transportation Engineering programme at TUB. 
Next edition of the course is expected in 
February 2019. 

Picture: Training for guests from Sri Lanka at 
Golden Jubilee Medical Center, MU 
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OpenTrack training 
 
In supporting the new Master Program in Rail 
Transportation Engineering, MU are setting up 
a rail operations and planning lab. A free 
public sharing knowledge session for the MU 
researchers and rail community was arranged 
on 26th February 2018. Participants from 
industry and university enjoyed this timetable 
simulation computer training. 

 

 

OpenPowernet training 
 
A 4-day training on OpenPowernet software 
was delivered at MU by the company’s staff 
from Germany in mid March 2018. CLARE 
team members who attended the training are 
planning to use the software in their future 
research and education activities. 
 

 

 

 

A new MOU and 
LogHealth’s update  

on a logistics project 
 
Recently, Dr. Piyasakol Sakolsatayadorn, 
Minister of Public Health presided over the 
signing ceremony of the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) among Mahidol 
University, Ministry of Public Health, National 
Research Council of Thailand (NRCT), The 
Association of Hospital Pharmacy (Thailand), 
Food and Drug Administration and The 
Government Pharmaceutical Organization 
(GPO) at the research conference held at 
Miracle Grand Convention Hotel on 14th 
December 2017. The conference was titled 
“Study of Design and Development for 
Logistics Infrastructure and Integrated 
Information System and Guidelines of 
Healthcare Big Data for Thailand Digital 
Economy”.  

Picture: Railway Signalling and Operations 
class led by Prof Dr-Ing Joern Pachl 

Picture: Free rail training for MU staff and rail 
community delivered by CLARE team 

Picture: OpenPowernet training at MU 
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At the conference, LogHealth presented 
progress of the project “Study of Design and 
Development for Logistics Infrastructure and 
Integrated Information System and Guidelines 
of Healthcare Big Data for Thailand Digital 
Economy” in developing National Medicinal 
Product Catalogue Database (NMPCD) and the 
Material Management Information System 
(MMIS) to promote Thailand care logistics 
system for patient safety and supply chain. 

 

MOU with Bombardier 
 
On 11th January 2018, Jackrit Suthakorn PhD., 
Dean of the Faculty of Engineering and Mr. 
Gregory Enjalbert, Vice President of 
Bombardier Transportation Company 
established an academic collaboration 
between their respective institutions with the 
signing of a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU). This MOU aims to collaborate in 
academic research, internship and training 
programs in the field of Logistics and Railway 
Engineering. CLARE team was present in the 
room and discussed possible avenues for 
collaboration with the Bombardier team. The 
first joint activity, a 2-day training on project 
planning dedicated to MU staff and students, 
will take place in March 2018. 

 

LogHealth’s visit to Japan  
 

 
During 29-30th January 2018, LogHealth in 
accompany with Faculty of Medicine Siriraj 

Hospital, Mahidol University, Faculty of 
Medicine, Prince of Songkla University and 
GS1 Thailand visited Shimane University 
Hospital (Izumo Campus) and NTT Medical 
Center Tokyo, Japan. The purpose of the visit 
was to share information and discussions 
related to RFID & Barcode Management for 
Surgical Instruments and Supply Processing 
and Distribution System (SPD). 

 

“Freight Transport of the 
Future” event delivered 

 
A 5-day workshop titled “Freight Transport of 
the Future” was delivered by MU and NU 
teams in late January 2018 in Thailand. 15 UK-
based Early Career Researchers (ECRs; active 
researchers with less than 10 years from 
earning a PhD) met with 17 ECRs from 
Thailand to network, discuss transport issues 
and plan joint ventures for the future. This 
British Council Researcher Links workshop was 
co-funded by Newton Fund (UK) and Thailand 
Research Fund (TH) and it is expected that 
after the event the UK-TH transport research 
links will grow stronger. ECRs have already 
started planning some join activities and are 
actively looking for (transport research) 
suitable funding schemes to apply for. First 
applications for UK-TH mobility grants have 
already been submitted and there are more 
actions expected in the near future. 

 

Picture: UK and Thai workshop’s participants  

Picture: Event attendees and LogHealth staff 

Picture: LogHealth team with colleagues in Japan 

Picture: Bombardier and MU teams 


