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Welcome to #6!
It’s our 6th MetroExchange project newsletter and 
we have some good news to share. In this issue we 
write about:

- EDUCATION: 
• new short course in November 2019 

(TH)
- RESEARCH:

• innovation in rail engineering education 
report

- KNOWLEDGE SHARING:
• CLARE Transport Seminar Series: 

Metro operations by Dr Taku Fujiyama, 
UCL (TH)

• TRAS conference 2019 (TH)
• 2nd MetroExchange forum (TH)

- DISSEMINATION:
• Special Issue of URRT on metro-

related papers - progress update

Enjoy the reading!
MetroExchange Team

Project partners

MetroExchange I Newsletter #6 I Page 1MetroExchange is a 2-year industry-academia partnership project co-funded by Newton Fund (UK) 
and OHEC (Thailand) which aims to improve rail engineering education and research in Thailand by 
focusing on exchange of good practice in assessment of metro operations in the UK and in Thailand.

CLARE Transport Seminar Series:

METRO OPERATIONS 
by Dr Taku Fujiyama, 

University College London, UK
18-19th November 2019

@ MU Salaya

6th Thailand Rail 
Academic Symposium (TRAS)

21-22nd November 2019
@ Cyber World Tower, Bangkok

The event will include 

MetroExchange Forum #2:

RAIL SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

MetroExchange Short Course #2:

RAIL VEHICLES
by Dr Cristian Ulianov, 

Newcastle University, UK
25-26th November 2019

@ MU Salaya



Dr Waressara Weerawat, Mahidol University, Thailand 
waressara.wee@mahidol.ac.th 
Dr Cristian Ulianov, Newcastle University, UK 
cristian.ulianov@newcastle.ac.uk 

SHORT COURSE
[TH] The second short course of the MetroExchange 
project will take place at Mahidol University Salaya 
campus (TH) on 25-26th November 2019. This 2-day 
course will focus on rail vehicles and will be delivered 
by our partner from Newcastle University, Dr Cristian 
Ulianov. 

Dr Ulianov has a mechanical 
and industrial engineering 
background and is currently 
a Railway Technology Group 
Manager at Newcastle 
University. His research interests 
are in railway engineering, 
reliability and maintainability 
of mechanical systems, 
manufacturing technologies as 
well as composites engineering. 

You can read about Dr Ulianov’s work by visiting his 
online profile:
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/engineering/staff/profile/
cristianulianov.html 

The course is addressed to Mahidol University 
undergradate and postgraduate students and staff 
interested in characteristics of rail vehicles. It is also 
open to external participants and attendance is FREE. 
To register for the course please contact the organisers.

REPORT - INNOVATION IN RAIL 
ENGINEERING EDUCATION [UK/TH] 
A project report focused on innovation in rail 
engineering education has now been drafted and is 
under consultations with all four project partners. An 
official launch of the project is planned at the TRAS 
conference in Bangkok in November 2019.  
Draft ideas included in the project were already 
presented at TRAS 2018 in Thailand and include 
examples of innovative methods applied to teaching 
and learning rail subjects at universities in the UK, in 
Thailand and beyond. These examples include, e.g. 
short courses, eTalks, VR and gaming, eLearning, case 
teaching, research based teaching or student outreach 
approach.

CLARE Transport Seminar Series
[TH] A 2-day CLARE Transport Seminar Series event on 
Metro Operations will be delivered at Mahidol University 
Salaya campus by Dr Taku Fujiyama, University Colege 
London, UK. The event is addressed to undergraduate 
and postgraduate students as well as MU academics, 
but is also open to external guests. To register please 
contact the organisers.
In addition, Dr Taku Fujiyama represents UCL in a new 
Industry-Academia Partnership Project, where Mahidol 
University and three other industry partners are involved. 
The project is called SmartMetro and is supported by 
the Royal Academy of Engineering (UK) and OHEC (TH).  

TRAS 2019
[TH] The 6th Thailand Rail Academic Symposium 
(TRAS) will take place on 21-22nd November 2019 in 
Bangkok, Thailand. This 2-day event will offer a platform 
for exchange of knowledge, ideas and networking 
between Thai and international participants representing 
academia and industry. A call for papers has now been 
closed and 15+ manuscripts have been received. All 
papers are currently under review  with an international 
conference committee. Details of TRAS2019 can be 
found online at: http://trasymposium.org/  

2nd MetroExchange FORUM
[TH] The 2nd MetroExchange Forum dedicated to Rail 
Skills Development will take place during the TRAS2019 
conference on 21-22nd November in Bangkok. The 
agenda includes topics of: skills gap in rail workforce 
in ASEAN and a review of innovation in rail engineering 
education report prepared by the project team. The 
event will share outcomes of the project as well as offer 
a dialogue between academia and industry, from Thai 
and international perspectives.

SPECIAL ISSUE
[UK/TH] A Special Issue of Urban Rail Transit (Springer) 
journal focused on ‘Metro performance and system 
design’ is progressing well. Dr Marin Marinov from Aston 
University (previously based at Newcastle University 
and part of the MetroExchange team) is acting as Lead 
Guest Editor and Dr Waressara Weerawat and Dr Anna 
Fraszczyk (both from Mahidol University) are supporting 
the SI as Guests Editors. We have received about 10 
manuscripts from the project team members and 
external authors, and papers are currently under review. 
We still plan to have the papers ready for publication by 
the end of  Q4 2019. Again, many thanks to anonymous 
reviewers for their time!
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